
  
VISITORS 

     The presence of Jesus in the gathering of His people is the sweetest blessing we enjoy when we 
meet.  We pray that you will find peace, comfort, and power for living today.             
      A visitor’s card is provided in the book rack, to give us a record of your visit. 
 

SUNDAY      ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
         Bible Study  10:00 AM  Morning Worship            68   

         Worship   11:00 AM  Evening Worship             16       
 Evening        6:00 PM  Wednesday             15 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY    6:30 PM  Contribution        $1757.00 
Fellowship Meal  12:30 PM   
(Every 1st Sunday) 
Men’s Meeting      5:00 PM 
(Last Sunday of every month) 
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A Father’s Greatest Responsibility 
By Joe Chesser 

  
    A man can be a great leader and at the same time be a lousy father. A man 
can be an outstanding prophet, priest, or king, and still be a failure as a 
parent. It’s such a common problem that there are jokes floating around about 
preachers’ kids and elders’ kids. To me, that’s tragic. But, even more 
significant, God thinks it’s tragic, too. 
    Eli was a priest serving the Lord at Shiloh. As faithful as he was in 
performing his duties to God and the people, his performance as a parent was 
awful. It was said of his two sons that they were wicked and that “they had no 
regard for the Lord” (1 Sam. 2:12). They had the nerve to take the fat portions 
of the sacrifices that belonged to God and keep them for themselves. Eli didn’t 
stop them, even though “the sin of the young men was very great in the Lord’s 
sight, for they were treating the Lord’s offering with contempt” (1 Sam. 2:17). 
Eli neglected his greatest responsibility – to correct his sons and teach them to 
be obedient to the Lord and to himself. Finally, the Lord sent a man of God to 
Eli with a prophecy of his accountability: “Why do you honor your sons more 
than me ... ?” (1 Sam. 2:29). Eli was faithful in performing the duties of a priest, 
but was unfaithful is his greatest responsibility – teaching his children to be 
faithful to God. 
    Unfortunately, Eli’s example was not unique. Samuel, the prophet who grew 
up under the mentorship of Eli, turned out the same way. He was personally 
faithful as a servant of the Lord, anointing both Saul and David as kings, but 
his sons were very wicked. In fact, it was because his sons were so corrupt 
that Israel sought to have king (1Sam. 8). 
          Continued… 
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“…The Churches of Christ salute you.”   Romans 16:16 
 

Continued… 
 
  Even David, the best king Israel ever 
had, would not have won “Father of the 
Year.” In 1 Kings 1:6 it says of David 
regarding his rebellious son Adonijah, 
“His father had never interfered with him 
by asking ‘Why do you behave as you 
do?’” As a result, Adonijah set himself 
up as king over Israel when he thought 
David was too old to do anything about 
it. 
    The New Testament teaches that a part 
of the qualifications of  a man who is to 
be appointed as an Elders of the church 
is that he must have proven that he can 
“manage his own family well and see that 
his children obey him with proper 
respect” (1 Tim. 3:4). In a similar way, 
deacons are also to be able to manage 
their families well (1 Tim. 3:12). It is the 
responsibility of fathers to teach and 
train their children in the ways of the 
Lord (Eph. 6:4). 
    In this brief study it is clear what God 
views as one of the greatest 
responsibilities of fatherhood – to teach 
and train their children in the ways of 
God and to expect obedience and 
respect. Children are not obedient and 
respectful because they 
are commanded to be, but because a 
loving and caring father has consistently 
trained them in God’s ways and 
demonstrated that kind of life before 
them day after day. 
    What greater privilege and 
responsibility does a father have? 
Bulletin Gold 

God's Plan for Man 
HEAR GOD'S WORD 

Heb. 11:6; Rom. 10:17 
BELIEVE IN JESUS 

Jn. 8:24 
REPENT OF SINS 

Lk. 13:3; 2 Cor. 7:10 
CONFESS JESUS' NAME 

Mt. 10:32-33; Rom. 10:9-10;  
Mt. 16:15-16 
BE BAPTIZED 

Mk. 16:15-16; Mt. 28:18-19; Acts 2:38, 41; Acts 22:16; 
Rom. 6:3-4 

LIVE FAITHFUL UNTIL DEATH 
Mt. 10:22; Rev. 2:10 
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The Bible study topic for Wednesday night:  

A Study of The Parables of Our Lord 
Bible study starts at 6:30 PM. 
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Men's Meeting 

 
 The men's meeting is scheduled next Sunday at 5:00 
pm.  Mark your calendars. 
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Opportunities to Serve 
   Today     06/25/17                       
Welcome  Lee Shepherd    Albert Sturdivant 
Song Leader  Willie Gore    John Bowling 
Opening Prayer  Dick Phillips    Lee Shepherd 
Communion  *John Bowling    *Dick Phillips 
   Lynn Means    Josiah Garner 
                                           Don Lockey    Lynn Means 
Scripture Reading Albert Sturdivant   Lynn Means 
Speaker  Rick Massey    Rick Massey    
Closing Prayer  Lee Shepherd    Albert Sturdivant 
Evening   Devotion    Devotion 
Nursery                            Lelia Gore    Hannah Garner 
 
The nursery will be open following the communion for children 3 years and under . 
 
 Please remember to pray for the sick, 
lonely, and especially anyone outside 
Christ. 
Health 
 

Herb Barnes  Tripp Stevenson  
Charlie Gamble 
 

Traveling 
 
Garner Family  Lockey Family 
Hatcher Family 
 
 

The complete prayer list is on the bulletin 
board. 
 
 

 

 
 

The Ladies bible study will be held Tuesday, 
at 10:30 am in the fellowship room.  We are 
studying "The Apostles and Prominent 
Disciples".  Our time together will include 
prayer and songs of praise.  You are 
welcome to join us. 

 
 

Labor of Love 

 

The Labor of Love will meet Saturday, June 
24,  at noon in the fellowship room.   

Marselle Eversole will present the devotion.  
Don't forget your gift of love for Hope 

Harbor. 

 
 


