
  
VISITORS 

     The presence of Jesus in the gathering of His people is the sweetest blessing we enjoy when we 
meet.  We pray that you will find peace, comfort, and power for living today.             
      A visitor’s card is provided in the book rack, to give us a record of your visit. 
 

SUNDAY      ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
         Bible Study  10:00 AM  Morning Worship             23     

         Worship   11:00 AM  Evening Worship               12       
 Evening        6:00 PM  Wednesday               12  

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY    6:30 PM  Contribution            $628.00 
Fellowship Meal  12:30 PM   
(Every 1st Sunday) 
Men’s Meeting      5:00 PM 
(Last Sunday of every month) 

 
 

Visit our website at www.brunswickcoc.com 
Rick Massey, Minister 

 
 
 

910-454-0020 
Brunswick Church of Christ 
4934 Southport/Supply Rd 
PO Box 11032 
Southport, NC 28461 
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    MESSENGER FOR CHRIST 

 

 
 

     BRUNSWICK CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

December 18, 2016 
 

Did Jesus Exist Before His Birth to Mary? 
By R. W. McAlister  

  
    In John 1:1, the Bible says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.” There are two components to mortal man: 
spiritual, and physical. Jesus has always existed in spirit form and was therefore 
present even before He was born as a mortal child of the Virgin Mary. 
    In John 1:1, the apostle John argues for the eternal existence of the Word. The 
verb “en” (translated “was” 3 times in Jn. 1:1) is an imperfect tense form which 
suggests the “continuous timeless existence” of the Second Person in the 
Godhead, Jesus Christ, but how do we know for sure that “the Word” in John 1:1 is 
Jesus Christ? 
    The term “Word” implies communication. Jesus Christ is the revealer of truth to 
humanity (John 1:18; Heb. 1:1-2), and apart from Him, there is no access to the 
Father (John 14:6). This is contradictory to the philosophy of deism, which claims 
that although there may be a Creator out there in the universe somewhere, He has 
never communicated with humanity. Not so of our Lord. 
    Notice also, the Word was “with” God. The preposition pros (“with”) literally 
means, “toward,” or “face to face with God,” and it reveals a distinction between 
the two Persons who, in the New Testament, are identified as Father and Son, yet 
both, parts of the Godhead. 
    Then, the Word is identified as “God,” which simply means deity. Notice the 
progression of ideas in this short verse: in the first clause, we find eternal 
existence; in the second, a distinct personality, and in the third clause, we have 
divine personality – meaning: Jesus is declared to be of the same nature as God. 
He therefore possesses the nature of a divine being (Phil. 2:6) who has always 
existed. 

        Continued… 
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     “…The Churches of Christ salute you.”   Romans 16:16 
 
 

God's Plan for Man 
HEAR GOD'S WORD 

Heb. 11:6; Rom. 10:17 
BELIEVE IN JESUS 

Jn. 8:24 
REPENT OF SINS 

Lk. 13:3; 2 Cor. 7:10 
CONFESS JESUS' NAME 

Mt. 10:32-33; Rom. 10:9-10;  
Mt. 16:15-16 
BE BAPTIZED 

Mk. 16:15-16; Mt. 28:18-19; Acts 2:38, 41; 
Acts 22:16; Rom. 6:3-4 

LIVE FAITHFUL UNTIL DEATH 
Mt. 10:22; Rev. 2:10 

 

The Bible study topic for Wednesday night:  
A Study of Colossians 

Bible study starts at 6:30 PM. 

 
 

Opportunities to Serve 
   Today     12/25/16                       
Welcome  Willie Gore    John Bowling 
Song Leader  John Bowling    Dick Philips 
Opening Prayer  Albert Sturdivant   Lee Shepherd 
Communion  *Dick Phillips    *Albert Sturdivant 
   Josiah Garner    Lynn Means 
                                            Lynn Means    Lee Shepherd 
Scripture Reading Lee Shepherd    Albert Sturdivant 
Speaker  Rick Massey    Rick Massey 
Closing Prayer  Willie Gore    John Bowling 
Evening   Devotion    Devotion   
Nursery                            Carolyn Bowling   Shirley Hatcher 
 
The nursery will be open following the communion for children 3 years and under . 
 
 
 
The Nursery will be open to receive children under the age of 3 years following the 
Communion. 
 

Please remember to pray for the sick, lonely, 
and especially anyone outside Christ. 
 
Traveling 
Bob Gemmel 
 
The complete prayer list is on the bulletin 
board. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
The Ladies bible study will be held 
Tuesday, at 10:30 am in the fellowship 
room.  We are studying "God's 
Commandments Old and New 
Testament".  Our time together will 
include prayer and songs of praise.  You 
are welcome to join us. 

 

  Continued… 
  Further evidence that the Word is the pre-
incarnate Christ is found just a few verses 
later in John 1:14: “And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father,) full of grace and truth.” 
    Indeed, the Word was made flesh – Jesus 
came to earth as a man –so that He could die 
as a man and be a sinless sacrifice to cover 
the sins of mankind. Heb. 9:22 speaks of the 
need for a blood sacrifice in order to take 
away sin, “…without shedding of blood is no 
remission.” 
    The Old Testament contains many 
references to the coming of the Messiah who 
would shed His blood for the sins of 
humanity. Isaiah spoke of Jesus as a “lamb” 
who would be “led to the slaughter” (Isa. 
53:7). Zechariah foretold of a “fountain” that 
would be opened for “sin and uncleanness” 
(Zech. 13:1). 
    Therefore, Jesus had to come to earth and 
be born as a human being (Matt. 1:25), live 
among us, and die as one of us (Luke 23:34-
36). The Lord Jesus lived a sinless life and 
was thus a pure, perfect sacrifice. He was: 
“…in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin.” (Heb. 4:15). 
    He has existed in the same form as God for 
as long as God, but had to put off His divinity 
for a time in order to live and die as one of us. 
Phil. 2:7 says Jesus, “…made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of 
men:” Clearly, He existed before being born to 
Mary.  He lived and died among humanity. His 
blood was shed to take away the sins of the 
world (Jn. 1:29), and only those who are 
obedient to God’s Word enjoy the fruit of that 
great sacrifice. 
    Bulletin Gold 
 

 
Christmas Baskets 

 
Christmas baskets are available for delivery 
today.   Please pick up your basket for 
delivery. 
 

`````````````````````````````````````````````````````````

There will be no evening service on 

Sunday,  December 25th. 

 

 

New Year Eve Celebration 
 

We will have a New Years singing and dinner 
with hot dogs and all the trimmings on 
December 31, at 5:30pm. We will be opening 
the envelope with the 2016 resolutions.  We'll 
see who kept their resolutions.  Everyone is 
invited.  This celebration is in lieu of the 1st 
Sunday meal for January. 

 
 

 
 

 

"It is not after we were reconciled by the 
blood of his Son that God began to love us, 
but before the foundation of the world." 
— John Calvin —                             

 


