
 
VISITORS 

     The presence of Jesus in the gathering of His people is the sweetest blessing we enjoy when we 
meet.  We pray that you will find peace, comfort, and power for living today.   
      A visitor’s card is provided in the book rack, to give us a record of your visit. 
 

SUNDAY      ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
         Bible Study  10:00 AM  Morning Worship            22     

         Worship   11:00 AM  Evening Worship             12       
 Evening        6:00 PM  Wednesday             12  

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY    6:30 PM  Contribution        $1591.00 
Fellowship Meal  12:30 PM   
(Every 1st Sunday) 
Men’s Meeting      5:00 PM 
(Last Sunday of every month) 

 
 

Visit our website at www.brunswickcoc.com 
Rick Massey, Minister 

 
 
 

910-454-0020 
Brunswick Church of Christ 
4934 Southport/Supply Rd 
PO Box 11032 
Southport, NC 28461 

 
TO OUR FRIENDS: 
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     BRUNSWICK CHURCH OF CHRIST 
October 23, 2016 

 
                The Need for Personal Study 

By Robert E. Guinn 

  
    Why has attendance been greatly stressed among God’s people in the past? 
We cannot ignore that the attendance changes between different Bible classes 
and worship services on Sundays and Wednesday evenings. Are elders and 
spiritual leaders just being “nit-picky,” or is there a deeper issue that concerns 
our fellow Christians when they see our lack of participation?   
    We have approximately 168 hours in a week. If we attend ALL of the regular 
congregational worship services and studies, we have made a four hour 
investment in our spiritual development. That is roughly 2.4% of our week’s 
time that we dedicate to God. What about Christians that are a part of 
congregations that only meet once or twice a week? Then that percentage 
theoretically will go down. If we invest nothing else into our spiritual lives, 
these numbers look sad compared to the amount of time we spend on 
entertainment and other non-spiritual things.  
    It seems that, even though attendance has been the measure of faithfulness 
in the past, congregational worship and study should be viewed as the 
mountain top of what we are consistently investing in our personal spiritual 
development. We know that faith is built upon our access to, meditation on, 
and devotion toward God’s word (Romans 10:17). The great salvation provided 
through Jesus Christ should provoke us to want an intimate relationship with 
the Creator, desiring to seek His ways over ours. As the Psalmist said: “I have 
stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you,”  (Psalm 
119:11, ESV).   
 
                        Continued… 
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     “…The Churches of Christ salute you.”   Romans 16:16 
 
 

God's Plan for Man 
Hear God's Word 

Heb. 11:6; Rom. 10:17 
Believe in Jesus 

Jn. 8:24 
Repent of Sins 

Lk. 13:3; 2 Cor. 7:10 
Confess Jesus' Name 

Mt. 10:32-33; Rom. 10:9-10; Mt. 16:15-16 
Be Baptized 

Mk. 16:15-16; Mt. 28:18-19; Acts 2:38, 41; 
Acts 22:16; Rom. 6:3-4 

Live Faithful until Death 
Mt. 10:22; Rev. 2:10 

 

The Bible study topic for Wednesday night:  
A Study of Galatians 

Bible study starts at 6:30 PM. 

 
 

 

Opportunities to Serve 
   Today     10/30/16                      
Welcome  Lee Shepherd    Albert Sturdivant 
Song Leader  John Bowling    Dick Phillips 
Opening Prayer  Don Lockey    Willie Gore 
Communion  *Lee Shepherd    *John Bowling 
   Josiah Garner    Albert  Sturdivant 
                                            Lynn Means    Josiah Garner 
Scripture Reading Lynn Means    Josiah Garner 
Speaker  Rick Massey    Rick Massey   
Closing Prayer  Lee Shepherd    Albert Sturdivant 
Evening   Devotion    Devotion  
Nursery                            Gloria Coldwell    Iris/Hannah Garner 
 
The nursery will be open following the communion for children 3 years and under . 
 
 
 
The Nursery will be open to receive children under the age of 3 years following the 
Communion. 
 

 
Please remember to pray for the sick, 
lonely, and especially anyone outside 
Christ. 
 
Health 
Frank Hartfield 
  
General 
Crittenden Family 
City of Chicago- shooting victims 
 
Deaths 
Aaron Francis Family 
 
The complete prayer list is on the 
bulletin board. 
 
 
 
 

 
The Ladies bible study will be held Tuesday, 
at 10:30 am in the fellowship room.  We are 
studying "God's Commandments Old and 
New Testament".  Our time together will 
include prayer and songs of praise.  You are 
welcome to join us. 

 

 
Men's Meeting 

The men's meeting is scheduled next Sunday 

at 5:00 pm.  Mark your calendars. 

 

Continued… 
    Why is personal study so important? Faith 
is described in the New Testament as the 
starting point of spiritual development and 
growth (2 Peter 1:5-10). Faith is also the 
Christian shield that protects us against the 
flaming arrows of the enemy (Ephesians 6). 
What happens when that shield is splintered, 
shattered, and/or broken? It needs to be 
repaired. Like a plant needing maintenance 
and care, so our faith needs to be watered, 
tended, and matured. Consider these five 
reasons we need to develop and grow our 
personal study of God’s word:  
      1. Personal study enables us to have a 
better understanding of spiritual things 
(Psalm 119:99).  
        2. Personal study is connected to our 
salvation, and the salvation of others who 
witness our faith (1 Timothy 4:11-16).  
        3. Personal study can help us better 
protect our minds and hearts (Philippians 4:6 
-9). 
        4. Personal study gives us experience to 
better handle God’s word (2 Timothy 2:15). 
        5. Personal study better prepares us for 
fighting off temptation (Matt. 4;  Luke 4).    
    The bottom line, however, is that no one 
can do this for us. We are responsible for our 
own spiritual growth and development. Are 
you satisfied with your current spiritual 
investments? I know I am not always 
satisfied with mine. Let’s take and make 
personal study personal!  
    “Look carefully then how you walk, not as 
unwise but as wise, making the best use of 
the time… Therefore do not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is,” 
(Ephesians 5:15-17, ESV).                                  
 Bulletin Gold 

 
 

 
Brunswick Church of Christ 

 

Friends & Family Day/Fish Fry 

November 5, 2016 

Join us! 


